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ESL 

 Welcome back to the ECTC!  It is hard to believe that this will be our fourth 

year since we started the ECTC in the fall of 2007.  We are very proud that a total 

of 104 content and ESL teachers have completed our program!  

 

 After the long summer break, we are all energized and ready to begin our 

exciting adventure with you.  There are some changes we’d like to announce.   

Dr. Romstedt is retiring from Ohio State after almost 30 years and will enjoy her 

retirement by traveling and living aboard a sailboat (see Page 4).  Dr. Newman is 

taking on new responsibilities as a faculty adjunct at the University of 

Indianapolis. But don’t worry!  They will continue to be involved in teaching 

ECTC courses, attending workshops, and other events. Steven, Sunyung, Joy, 

Katie, and I will continue to work with you and serve you in any way we can. 

 

 Perhaps one of the highlights of the past year was our first reunion.  You can 

read more about this wonderful celebration on Page 2.  We plan to host another 

reunion this year and are currently working on several other exciting events: 

 

* Recruiting 6 new school districts and 36 teachers for Year 4 

* Presenting at Ohio TESOL and international TESOL in New Orleans 

* Workshops in November 2010, April 2011, and June 2011 

  

 Please contact us if you have any questions.  We can be reached via email at 

samimy.2@osu.edu or swisnor@ehe.osu.edu. 

 

 We look forward to another productive year. 

     

      My best, 

      — Dr. Keiko Samimy 

mailto:samimy.2@osu.edu?subject=ECTC%20information
mailto:swisnor@ehe.osu.edu?subject=ECTC%20information
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M 
arch 2010 was an important milestone in the course of the ECTC program.  It 

marked the two-and-a-half year point in the ECTC’s multi-year, $1.5 million 

professional development grant from the U.S. Department of Education, as well 

as the half-way mark for teachers participating in this year’s program.  For the in-service 

teachers who completed the program in 2008 and 2009, March also provided a special 

opportunity to reunite and share their teaching successes and accomplishments.   

 

 In response to great interest from ECTC alumni, the ECTC hosted its first Reunion 

Workshop on March 3 at Ohio State’s Literacy and Learning Center.  Attended by content 

teachers, ESL teachers, and school district administrators from eight districts across Ohio, 

the workshop brought together participants from the 2008 and 2009 cohorts.  Participants 

engaged in multiple activities in order to share with colleagues their classroom-tested best 

practices for enhancing content learning for ELLs in content classrooms.  With contributions 

from nearly two dozen alumni, the ECTC was able to publish a resource book of content-

specific, teacher-generated lesson plans presented at the workshop. 

 Each school district also presented highlights of 

the in-service educational program designed during its 

ECTC training to spread knowledge of ESL education 

throughout the district.  Teachers, for example, created 

a wide range of programs that included a portable 

“teacher toolkit” for ESL materials, a district-based 

Moodle Web site for ongoing teacher discussion, and a 

series of parent meetings especially for families of 

ELL students. 

 For this group of busy teachers working throughout the state, the Reunion Workshop 

was an occasion to renew working relationships and have time for teacher-directed 

professional development.  According to one workshop participant, “the opportunity and 

venue to openly discuss strategies, successes, and failures within our teacher profession” was 

the best aspect of the reunion.  To continue this collaboration, the ECTC has created its own 

invitation-only networking site on Ning.com, where all alumni can share, dialogue, and stay 

in touch (see the “News and Announcements” section on page 3 for more information).  

Given the overwhelmingly positive feedback received from the first Reunion Workshop, the 

ECTC plans to host a second reunion for program alumni sometime in early 2011.   

Teachers Reunite at Ohio State 
     by Steven Wisnor 
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ECTC Is Recruiting! 
 

Attention district administrators and ESL teachers!  Are you interested in ESL training for a 

team of content-area teachers in your district?  Contact Steven about how to recruit a district 

team to participate in the ECTC this school year (swisnor@ehe.osu.edu). 
 

 

Social Network with the ECTC 
 

Attention ECTC alumni!  Would you like a convenient way to stay in touch with your 

fellow content and ESL teachers?  We have recently created an invitation-only social 

network through Ning (www.ning.com) especially for teachers to join and continue the 

collaboration.  Our Ning network has similar features as Carmen (chat, forums), and 

membership is limited just to graduates of the ECTC program.  For more information and 

an invitation, ECTC alumni can contact Steven (swisnor@ehe.osu.edu).   

 

 

ECTC and Alumni in Denver 
 

To share our work with content teachers nationwide, the ECTC will travel to Denver, 

Colorado, in October for the 2010 National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

(NCTM) Regional Conference.  The ECTC is currently assembling at team of alumni who 

will co-present with the ECTC on “Professional Development for Mathematics Teachers 

with English Language Learners.” The NCTM conference will be the ECTC’s first 

presentation at a content-specific conference, and we are excited for the opportunity to work 

with alumni teachers and share our insights with math teachers from around the country.    

 

 

ECTC at Ohio TESOL 
 

Join the ECTC team as we present our session—“Building and Sustaining In-Service 

Professional Development for Content and ESL Teachers in Ohio”—at the 2010 Ohio 

TESOL conference!  The conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency hotel in downtown 

Columbus on November 12-13, 2010.  Conference and registration details can be found at 

www.ohiotesol.org.   

 

 

News and Announcements 

Continued on page 4 

mailto:swisnor@ehe.osu.edu?subject=Reunion%20Workshop
mailto:swisnor@ehe.osu.edu?subject=Reunion%20Workshop
http://www.ohiotesol.org/
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Honoring Dr. Kathleen Romstedt 
 

Although Dr. Romstedt will soon be enjoying life in retirement, a lasting reminder 

of her commitment to teacher education will remain on the campus of Ohio State.  

Read about how students recently honored her at—  

http://ehe.osu.edu/news/2010/romstedt-retirement.cfm 

 

 

ECTC Graduates, Please Stay in Touch! 
 

As always, you can send us updated information about your recent activities, 

conference attendance or presentations, and experiences working with ELLs, so that 

we can share your successes with colleagues.  Please e-mail your successes to 

swisnor@ehe.osu.edu.  

 

 

 

 

News and Announcements, Continued 

The ECTC Newsletter is a quarterly newsletter for participants and 

friends of the ESL-Content Teachers Collaborative—a professional 

development program in the School of Teaching and Learning in 

the College of Education and Human Ecology, The Ohio State Uni-

versity.  The program is funded by a five-year, $1.5 million award 

from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of English Lan-

guage Acquisition (OELA).   

 
Project Director: Keiko Samimy 

Project Co-Directors: Karen Newman, Kathleen Romstedt 

Project Manager & Editor: Steven Wisnor 

Graduate Assistants: Kathleen Seyler, Sunyung Song,  

Yunyan Zhang 

The ESL-Content Teachers Collaborative (ECTC) 
Newsletter 

http://ehe.osu.edu/news/2010/romstedt-retirement.cfm
mailto:swisnor@ehe.osu.edu?subject=ECTC%20Newsletter
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Schmitt N. and Marsden, R.  (2006).  Why is English like that? Historical answers 

to hard ELT questions.  Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press.  Pp. 

246.  ISBN: 0-472-03134-1 (paperback).   

 

 Teachers who work with English language learners may recall—perhaps with 

some chagrin—being asked those problematic questions about the English language 

that leave even native speakers stumped.  Questions about why there are so many 

silent letters (e.g., knew, name, debt), confusing pronunciations and spellings (though, 

rough, high), and numerous grammar “rules” (never end a sentence with a 

preposition) often lead to that unsatisfying answer, “That’s just the way it is.” 

 

 For teachers who want to go beyond this stock 

reply, the aptly-named book Why Is English Like 

That? Historical Answers to Hard ELT Questions 

from the University of Michigan’s Teacher 

Training Series serves as an excellent resource.  

Providing historical background knowledge as 

well as many illustrative examples and charts, 

authors Schmitt and Marsden have written a text 

especially for teachers who do not have prior 

knowledge of language history or linguistics.  This 

quality makes the text a handy sourcebook for 

teacher independent study and a fascinating story 

about an ever-changing, 1,500 year-old language.   

 

 Chapters 1 and 2 provide the background on 

the recent spread of English around the globe and its historical evolution as a distinct 

language.  With interesting facts and a light narrative style, these chapters give the 

reader the necessary perspective for understanding the rest of the book.  Quick and 

concise, with two-page historical summaries followed by bullet-points of the major 

effects that Old English, Middle English, and Early Modern English have had on the 

language, Chapter 2 captures the 1,500-year saga of English in an educated and 

highly-readable manner.   

 Continued on page 6 

Book Review     by Steven Wisnor    
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Chapters 3 through 6 address the “hard questions” alluded to in the title.  

Readers can reference these chapters (dedicated to English grammar, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and spelling) as needed, or they can be read in their entirety.  The 

chapters’ many sub-sections and sub-headings make the text easy to reference for 

specific questions.  One of the book’s best features is the variety of charts that list 

the problematic aspects of English along with explanations or clarifications (e.g., 

lists of silent letters and their origins, accepted adjectival word order, and a 

sequenced list for presenting prefixes and suffixes).   Throughout the book, the 

authors include “applications to teaching” sections that focus attention on how these 

language issues can manifest themselves in the classroom. 

 

According to the authors, the text is intended for English language teachers, pre-

service teachers, and educators working with older ESL students, though the book 

can easily serve the needs of in-service teachers seeking professional enrichment.  

Some casual readers may find particular sections a bit dense (e.g., the discussion of 

vowel and consonant sounds, the use of the phonetic alphabet), but the contents 

section is nicely subdivided to help readers identify the most-relevant or most-

interesting topics for exploration.   

 

Schmitt and Marsden co-authored this text to provide teachers a “brief and 

accessible account of the history of English” so that its “quirks and exceptions...can 

be explained on a historical basis (v.).”  As a result, teachers will gain a better 

understanding of the complexities of English, an eye-opening perspective on the 

linguistic challenges their English learners face, and the ability to more precisely 

respond to tricky language questions.   By providing their students with informed 

explanations, educators can be empowered to go beyond a “that’s the way it is” 

response, thereby validating student inquiry and enhancing student learning.   

Book Review, Continued          


