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We care.  We share.  We dare.  ehe.osu.edu/ectc 

ESL 

Dear Teachers and Friends, 

 

  It is hard to believe that this is our last newsletter.  Officially, the ECTC 

program will close its doors at the end of November 2012, after five productive 

years.   

  Together with you, we have had an impact on the lives of many ELLs 

and content teachers in Ohio.  We are extremely proud of the numerous 

accomplishments we have made (see the following pages).  Since the ECTC’s 

inception in 2007, Dr. Kathy Romstedt has retired and currently lives on a 

beautiful boat with her partner in Florida, and Dr. Karen Newman has moved to 

Indiana to be with her husband.  I learned a lot from Kathy and Karen, as both of 

them are excellent teacher educators.  Throughout these five years, we 

encountered both good and challenging times.  But our program manager Steven 

Wisnor has continued to be the pillar of the ECTC, for which I am eternally 

grateful.  Without him, things would have been more stressful and chaotic.  

Similarly, we were extremely fortunate to have excellent and dedicated graduate 

assistants—most recently, Sunyung Song, Joy Zhang, and Jenny Acan, as well as 

Katie Seyler, Sage Thompson, and Michelle Ray in years past.  Their enthusiasm,  
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ideas, and hard work made our program more effective and our lives easier and  

more pleasant.  Thank you all!  For the last two years, I have served as the Principal 

Investigator.  Being a nonnative speaker of English myself, I could relate to ELLs’ linguistic 

and cultural challenges, as I went through them myself as a student in American universities.   

  It has been truly an exciting and humbling experience to witness you changing from 

content teachers into content-plus-ESL teachers, and I am confident that you will continue to 

advocate for ELLs and share what you learned in the ECTC with other content teachers in 

your school.  In this way, your nine-months of coursework and training with us will continue 

to yield much good.   

 

 All my best, 

 

 Keiko K. Samimy, Ph.D. 

 Professor, Foreign and Second Language Education 

 The Ohio State University  

“Letter,” 
 Continued from Page 1  
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  As the ECTC draws to a close, we are proud to share some of our accomplish-

ments—and those of the teachers who were trained in our program.   

  Again, thank you to all participants, ESL teachers, school administrators, and 

ECTC faculty and staff that made this program into a sought-after TESOL training pro-

gram in Ohio!   

ECTC Successes in Brief 
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For Any Questions... 

  

  Although the ECTC has finished its five-year program of providing graduate 

level courses and workshops to in-service content teachers, members of the ECTC 

faculty and staff remain available if you have any questions about professional 

development in the field of ESL.  Inquiries can be directed to Dr. Keiko Samimy 

(samimy.2@osu.edu) or Steven Wisnor (wisnor.1@osu.edu).   

  Again, we’d like to congratulate all our participating district partners, content 

teachers, and ESL teachers for their hard work and dedication, as well as thank the staff, 

graduate students, and faculty in The School of Teaching and Learning at Ohio State for 

working with us over these five years.  The contributions, support, and time of each have 

been invaluable and deeply appreciated. 

News and Announcements 

 

The ECTC Newsletter is a quarterly newsletter for participants 

and friends of the ESL-Content Teachers Collaborative—a pro-

fessional development program in the School of Teaching and 

Learning in the College of Education and Human Ecology, The 

Ohio State University.  The program is funded by a five-year, 

$1.5 million award from the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA).   
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